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STUDENT STORY

When Kevin met CIS Coordinator, Hope, he was homeless and living in a car with his
father.  Kevin’s father was an addict, and his past behavior had caused a rift between
him and the family.  During one of their regular check-ins, Kevin told Hope he was at
his wits end and wondered why he shouldn’t pick up his father’s pipe and have an
“easier” life.  Hope assured Kevin there was hope for him in his situation and that
she was there to help. 

Kevin is 18 years old, so he can apply for public housing separate from his father. 
Hope gathered the necessary forms and helped him complete them.  Hope then
initiated an IEP (Individualized Education Program) meeting for him to join the school’s
Graduation Alternative Program so Kevin could graduate early.  At the IEP meeting, it
was discovered that Kevin is visually impaired but has been without insurance for the
past three years, making check-ups and glasses unaffordable. 

As a certified partner of the VSP Eyes of Hope program, CIS coordinators can request
a gift certificate that covers the cost of an eye exam and new glasses for a student in
need.  Hope researched to find a local eye doctor in the VSP network and then
scheduled an appointment for Kevin. 

Today, Kevin can see his future clearly.  He will have permanent housing in a few
months and is staying with family until then.  He has finished his credits and is working
full time.

COMMUNITY PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

Snack Time, LLC in Bolivar, TN

After noticing a lack of affordable healthy fast food options in their community, Jeannie
and Cornell Falls decided to make their dream of opening their own restaurant a
reality.  

In an article published by the Jackson Sun, the couple shared their plans to give back
to the community in another way as well.  “A percentage of all of our sales will be
donated to Communities In Schools, a local nonprofit that works with families in need
to help children succeed,” Jeannie Falls said.  Each week since opening Snack
Time, the Falls have generously donated a portion of their proceeds to our
program at Bolivar Central High School.

“Our program has greatly benefitted from this partnership,” said Sherry Hoyle,
our coordinator at Bolivar.  “I have some students who take food home with them
after school and the funds have helped me keep our food pantry stocked. It has
also enabled me to provide food, clothing, hygiene supplies and much more to
help a family who lost their home in a fire.” 

For more information visit Snack Time's website or call 731-212-3339. 

Thank you, Jeannie and Cornell!  Your investments will continue to support our work
connecting local students to the services and resources they need to succeed in
school and beyond.

PROGRAM UPDATES

School Year 2020-21 Services

As schools begin to reopen, our coordinators have continued to pivot their work to
support their students and families.  Below is an infographic that highlights the four
service categories we are focusing on this year – family engagement, social
emotional growth, basic needs and attendance.  Example supports/services a CIS
coordinator can provide are listed under each category. 

In a recent stakeholder assessment, we asked students to share the benefit of CIS-
TN to them. This was one student response. 

"I don’t have much food at home, so every Friday my coordinator gives me
some. She even gives me extra, so my sister eats too! She encourages me to
come to school and texts me to see if I’m okay. I know I can talk to her if I’m
having a bad day." 

– anonymous student in McNairy Co.

Our coordinators have continued to assist schools with making sure that students are
prepared and showing up.  Many coordinators have helped with computer deployment
and ensuring that all students have the materials they need to be successful.  In
addition, many have continued to have attendance incentives.

This month Terrell put together a reward for his in-
person students that included a snack during a morning
break and freshly grilled hamburgers for lunch.

Even on fall break, our coordinator Allison went
grocery shopping to ensure the winner of the
previous week’s attendance challenge received
their prize: a basket full of groceries.

CIS-TN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Welcome to our newest members!

Stephanie Fletcher
AllianceBernstein

Reggie Ford
Rosecrete Wealth Management

Sara Morrison
TN State Board of Education

CIS-TN is privileged to have an active and dedicated board of directors.  Together they
are committed to surrounding students with a community of support, empowering
them to stay in school and achieve in life.  Click here to see the entire list of members.

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY PARTNER RESOURCES

Renew efforts to demand better outcomes for all Tennessee students
Former Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam joined Memphis Lift executive director Sarah
Carpenter and Scarlett Family Foundation’s Tara Scarlett in penning a recent op-ed on
the need to demand better for all students.

Pre-Covid-19, the nation’s high school graduation rate was at an all-time high. Now
according to a new report from the GradNation campaign, there is a need for the
nation to 'find ways to build upon the gains of the past decade by focusing on the
states, districts, and high schools where the challenges are the most acute'. Click
here to download Building A Grad Nation 2020: Progress and Challenge in
Raising High School Graduation Rates.

CASEL Releases New Definition of SEL: What You Need to Know 
The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) first
introduced the term "social and emotional learning (SEL)" to the education world
twenty-six years ago.  The SEL field has evolved tremendously since then.  This year,
CASEL has released a 2020 update to the definition of SEL along with new iterations
of the "CASEL 5" core competencies and "CASEL Wheel" visual framework.   

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

We are incredibly grateful to our donors who have enabled us to continue providing
critical resources and support to more than 18,000 students across the state who are
in need of our services. Thank you!

Click here to see all of our supporters.

SUPPORT OUR WORK

Make an online donation

We know the power that one individual can make in the life of a child – teachers,
mentors and hopefully you!  When you donate to CIS-TN you’re investing in a child’s
life and your community. 

Support CIS-TN Every Time You Shop

It’s easy and automatic!

Kroger Community Rewards: Scan your Kroger Plus Card every time you shop and
Kroger will make a donation to CIS-TN at no extra cost to you. 

AmazonSmile: Select Communities In Schools of Tennessee as your preferred
charity and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to CIS-
TN. 

STAY CONNECTED
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