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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Dear Supporter,

The new school year is in full swing, and what a year it is already proving to be. While
we had hoped for a return to “normal” this school year, we are glad to be back in
schools supporting students, families, and faculty as they transition back to in-person
learning. 

This year CIS will be focused on the following priorities: 

Monitoring the Social Emotional Health of Students 
Students have had two traumatic school years and are now entering a third. Students
can’t learn when under ongoing duress such as COVID, especially when basic needs
are unmet. CIS is focused most especially on building the coping skills and resilience
of students while helping them navigate a challenging time.

Connecting Students and Families to Basic Needs 
As COVID-19 took hold, many families lost income, housing, food security, and other
basic needs. CIS coordinators will continue to work with churches and other service
providers to develop food pantries and clothing closets, deliver groceries to homes,
provide school supplies and hygiene products, and assist families who need help
making utility or rent payments. 

Addressing Learning Loss & Re-engaging Students 
Last year, nearly 33% of students from districts that serve low-income students were
not participating in remote or in-person learning – compared to 12% in more affluent
districts. As school districts across the state continue to be forced to adapt to new
learning environments in response to COVID-19, we remain committed to serving
students and families while they face economic, nutritional, academic, and social-
emotional challenges brought up from the pandemic. 

Our data and experience this past year made it even more transparent the challenging
life circumstances our students face each day while trying to attend school. If all
students are going to thrive this year, we must address their unique needs individually;
schools need help with that. We need schools to be educators, not social workers,
healthcare providers, and therapists. CIS exists to provide those services that stand
between students and a great education. Thank you for being a part of our network of
support for Tennessee students.

I appreciate you,

Samantha Wigand
CEO

STUDENT SUCCESS STORY

Our students face obstacles every day that prevent
them from being successful in the classroom. By
surrounding students with a site coordinator and
community of support we empower them to stay in
school and achieve in life. CLICK HERE to read about
Allison’s resilience and dedication to stay in school in
the midst of challenges.

OUR IMPACT

2020-21 School Year

Last year CIS-TN served over 19,000 students in 40 schools across 16 counties.
The following results are based on the percentage of case-managed students
statewide that made progress toward/achieved their individualized goal(s).

To read our complete 2020-2021 School Year impact report CLICK HERE.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Snack Time

Last September, Jeannie and Cornell
Falls accomplished their dream of
opening their first restaurant. They
wanted to provide a healthy fast food
option and give back to their
community. The couple learned about
CIS and contacted our coordinator at
Boliver Central High School. CLICK
HERE to learn about the impact this
partnership has made over the past year.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Welcome to our newest members! 

Ian Dinkins 
MP&F Strategic

Communications

Sara Beth Myers 
U.S. Department of Justice 

Lauren Smith 
L.H. Smith Consulting

Emily Van Allsburg 
Creative Artists Agency

Russ Wigginton 
National Civil Rights Museum

CIS-TN is privileged to have an active and dedicated board of directors. Together they
are committed to doing whatever it takes to ensure our site coordinators can continue
their work surrounding students with a community of support, empowering them to
stay in school and achieve in life. CLICK HERE to see the entire list of members.

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

A Mighty Voice
CIS-TN is excited to join Thisbe & Noah, Move
Inclusive Dance, and Strick's Gift to bring you a
fundraiser called A Mighty Voice on
Saturday, October 2nd from 3-8PM at OZ Arts
in Nashville. This event will be a grilling competition
so get your appetite ready! Questions? Contact
Leah at lsusi@cistn.org. 
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